NeWSpaper Dino Bulletin

Headlines

The Young Dino Experts

Patricia Lynch, a second grade teacher at the Shelter Rock School in
Manhasset, New York, developed a dinosaur curriculum for her
students. After some training with staff in the Museum's Education
Department, the class spent one day working as "Explainers," helping
visitors to understand the exhibits in the Museum's fossil halls.

Interviewee, Mark Norell, Chairman and Associate Curator in the Museum'’s

Department of Vertebrate Paleontology and a co-leader of the Gobi expedition,
frelds guestions.

In June, seven students from the class interviewed members of the
Museum's Gobi Desert expedition team just before they left for
Mongolia. On July 13, as part of Discovery Channel Online's coverage
of the expedition, these same students were able to ask follow-up
questions of the scientists out in the field during a live, satellite phone
connection to the Gobi.
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7 am embedding student journal entries throughout his
_prototype to give the reader a sense of fiow IS process showed up for
the students at each phase. Here I've selected some entries from the
research and note taking weeks. These journals were created to
document student progress towards becoming experts. Therefore,
students were not required to revise and edit, as their work was not

intended for publication.

Jan. 27, 1997
Today we learnd there are five places to do research.

Hear they are - inciklapetaea, non-fiction books, computer,
vertical file and newspaper. We also learnd to tipto threw

the pages and follow the guid words.
James

Pat Devaney, our library-media specialist who taught the
students library and research skils, suggested that students ‘tip-toe”
through the corners of the encyclopedia when they were using guide

words.

Feb. 3, 1997
Today when we went to the library | lerned how to do

reserch on the computer in the library. | also lerned that the
World book encyclopedia is on cd-rom. So if | have to do
reserch | could look in the world book encyclopedia book,

or the workd book encyclopedia cd-rom. There was another
coputer program called golden book program. Both of these
program have something call captions with has a picture and
some word with it. | love this proses it is going grate for me.

| like it.
Jamie

Tre following entries are related to the lesson on paraphirasing.
Here’s Allisons...

Feb. 6, 1997
Today we went to the libray and did research. We were

taking words from the text and made our own notes.
Allison

and James...
Feb. 6, 1997

Today we learnd how to copy a book in are own words.
James



When Xara began conducting her independent research,
she wrote in Rer journal:

April 8, 1997

Today | went on the Golden book computer. My partner
was Shannon. We took notes on Dinosaurs and Meat-eating
Dinosaurs. We have a Index box and | have ten cards in it. |
rote a lot about satapus and | got two cards on Dinosaurs. The
prosses is going great for me! and | hope the class is doing good too!
exspesholey Tommy! I'm having a great time doing this!

Allison goes to the verticalfile one day as she’s conducting
her independent research.

April 9, 1997

Today | went to the vertacle file. | also did my poster
It was Stegosaurus | wrote about Stegosaurus on my
Poster. | took out one of the vertil file papers home. This
Is going great | LOVE THIS PROGJECT!

At the same time, students were designing thetr dinosaur
museum. Herve Megan begins the process...

April 7, 1997

This week wear curators and made a museum. We had
partners. My partner was Jamie. We decidid to do ornithischian and
saurischian for our museum. We took index cards and wrote the name
of the dinosaur and put facts. Then we put a plastic modile of the
dinosaur on the index card. Then we put the sudorder of
ornithischian and saurischian.

p.s. | learned it taks lots of pation to make a museum.

And on April 10, Ryan continues...

| got information on Deinonychus. | made two suborders on my
museum plan, Therapods and Sauropods. | learned to make two
suborders. This process is going well for me.



Sample Student Thank You Letters
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